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ENHANCING FRESHNESS OF SEARCH
RESULTS

BACKGROUND

Search engines produce a list of search results in response
to receiving a query. The search results may describe web-
sites, blogs, blog entries, a microblog, social networking
pages, advertisements, and other documents. The search
results may be ranked by responsiveness to the query so that
the most responsive results are presented at the top of the
results page.

SUMMARY

This summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the detailed description. This summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used in isolation as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

Embodiments of the present invention improve the fresh-
ness, or the apparent freshness, of search results. The actual
freshness of search results is improved by presenting search
results describing recently published documents in response
to a search query. In one embodiment, the first portion of
search results presented on a search results page are based on
responsiveness to the search query and a second portion of
results describe only recently published documents that are
responsive to the search query.

The apparent freshness of search results is improved by
using recent versions of the document to form search result
captions. A document may be selected for inclusionin a series
of search results based on responsiveness to a search query.
The responsiveness to the search query may be determined
based on information associated with an old version of the
document. In one embodiment, a more recent version of the
document, which is not directly used to determine respon-
siveness, is used to build the caption for a search result.
Another way to make search results appear fresh is to include
a publication time within the search result caption. In one
embodiment, the publication time is generated by calculating
a point in time between when a document is first added to a
search index and the previous time the search engine visited
the site where the document was found.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the invention are described in detail below
with reference to the attached drawing figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary computing
environment suitable for implementing embodiments of the
invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an illustrative operating environment
suitable for implementing embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a search results page displaying a
fresh results section, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a search result generated using a
recent version of a document that is determined to be respon-
sive to a search query based on a old version of the document,
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing a method of featuring
recently published documents within search results, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing a method of incorporating
recent document changes into search result captions, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing a method of calculating a
publication time for a document, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The subject matter of embodiments of the invention is
described with specificity herein to meet statutory require-
ments. However, the description itself'is not intended to limit
the scope of this patent. Rather, the inventors have contem-
plated that the claimed subject matter might also be embodied
in other ways, to include different steps or combinations of
steps similar to the ones described in this document, in con-
junction with other present or future technologies. Moreover,
although the terms “step” and/or “block” may be used herein
to connote different elements of methods employed, the terms
should not be interpreted as implying any particular order
among or between various steps herein disclosed unless and
except when the order of individual steps is explicitly
described.

Embodiments of the present invention improve the fresh-
ness, or the apparent freshness, of search results. The actual
freshness of search results is improved by presenting a por-
tion of fresh search results that describe recently published
documents when the user’s search query suggests that the
user may be interested in viewing recent documents. In one
embodiment, the first portion of search results presented on a
search results page is based on responsiveness to the search
query and a second portion of results describe only recently
published documents that are responsive to the search query.

The apparent freshness of search results is improved by
using recent versions of the document to form search result
captions. A document may be selected for inclusionin a series
of search results based on responsiveness to a search query.
The responsiveness to the search query may be determined
based on information associated with an old version of the
document. In one embodiment, a more recent version of the
document, which is not directly used to determine respon-
siveness, is used to build the caption for a search result.
Another way to make search results appear fresh is to include
a publication time within the search result caption. In one
embodiment, the publication time is generated by calculating
a point in time between when a document is first added to a
search index and the previous time the search engine visited
the site where the document was found.

In one embodiment, one or more computer-storage media
having computer-executable instructions embodied thereon
for performing a method of featuring recently published
documents within search results. The method includes receiv-
ing a search query from a user and calculating a freshness
score for the search query, wherein the freshness score is
based on how many recently published documents are
responsive to the search query. The method also includes
determining that the freshness score falls into a designated
range bounded by a low-threshold score and a high-threshold
score. The method also includes displaying, on a search
results page, a first plurality of search results that are selected
for inclusion in the first plurality based on overall responsive-
ness to the search query. The method also includes, upon said
determining, displaying, on the search results page, a second
plurality of search results that describe documents published
less than a designated period of time ago.

In another embodiment, a method of including recent
document changes in search result captions. The method
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includes receiving a search query. The method also includes
indentifying a plurality of documents that are responsive to
the search query from a main index that is updated within a
first time interval. The method also includes determining that
a document within the plurality of documents is also indexed
in a fresh index that is updated within a second time interval.
The second time interval is shorter than the first time interval,
thereby populating the fresh index with newer versions of
documents. The method also includes generating a search
result caption that describes the document using content from
the document’s index entry within the fresh index. The
method also includes displaying the search result caption in a
group of search results describing the plurality of documents.

In another embodiment, one or more computer-storage
media having computer-executable instructions embodied
thereon for performing a method of calculating a publication
time for a document. The method includes visiting an online
location at a first point in time. The method also includes
analyzing a content available at the online location at the first
point in time and visiting the online location at a second point
in time. The method includes indexing a particular document
that was available at the second point in time, but not the first
point in time and calculating the publication time for the
particular document by adding half a difference in time
between the first point in time and the second point in time to
the first point in time.

Having briefly described an overview of embodiments of
the invention, an exemplary operating environment suitable
for use in implementing embodiments of the invention is
described below.

Exemplary Operating Environment

Referring to the drawings in general, and initially to FIG. 1
in particular, an exemplary operating environment for imple-
menting embodiments of the invention is shown and desig-
nated generally as computing device 100. Computing device
100 is but one example of a suitable computing environment
and is not intended to suggest any limitation as to the scope of
use or functionality of the invention. Neither should the com-
puting device 100 be interpreted as having any dependency or
requirement relating to any one or combination of compo-
nents illustrated.

The invention may be described in the general context of
computer code or machine-useable instructions, including
computer-executable instructions such as program compo-
nents, being executed by a computer or other machine, such
as a personal data assistant or other handheld device. Gener-
ally, program components including routines, programs,
objects, components, data structures, and the like, refer to
code that performs particular tasks, or implements particular
abstract data types. Embodiments of the invention may be
practiced in a variety of system configurations, including
handheld devices, consumer electronics, general-purpose
computers, specialty computing devices, etc. Embodiments
of the invention may also be practiced in distributed comput-
ing environments where tasks are performed by remote-pro-
cessing devices that are linked through a communications
network.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, computing device 100
includes a bus 110 that directly or indirectly couples the
following devices: memory 112, one or more processors 114,
one or more presentation components 116, input/output (1/0)
ports 118, I/O components 120, and an illustrative power
supply 122. Bus 110 represents what may be one or more
busses (such as an address bus, data bus, or combination
thereof). Although the various blocks of FIG. 1 are shown
with lines for the sake of clarity, in reality, delineating various
components is not so clear, and metaphorically, the lines
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would more accurately be grey and fuzzy. For example, one
may consider a presentation component such as a display
device to be an I/O component 120. Also, processors have
memory. The inventors hereof recognize that such is the
nature of the art, and reiterate that the diagram of FIG. 1 is
merely illustrative of an exemplary computing device that can
be used in connection with one or more embodiments of the
invention. Distinction is not made between such categories as
“workstation,” “server,” “laptop,” “handheld device,” etc., as
all are contemplated within the scope of FIG. 1 and reference
to “computer” or “computing device.”

Computing device 100 typically includes a variety of com-
puter-storage media. By way of example, and not limitation,
computer-storage media may comprise Random Access
Memory (RAM); Read Only Memory (ROM); Electronically
Erasable Programmable Read Only Memory (EEPROM);
flash memory or other memory technologies; Compact Disk
Read-Only Memory (CDROM), digital versatile disks
(DVDs) or other optical or holographic media; magnetic cas-
settes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other mag-
netic storage devices; or any other medium that can be used to
encode desired information and be accessed by computing
device 100.

Memory 112 includes computer-storage media in the form
of'volatile and/or nonvolatile memory. The memory 112 may
be removable, non-removable, or a combination thereof.
Exemplary memory includes solid-state memory, hard drives,
optical-disc drives, etc. Computing device 100 includes one
or more processors 114 that read data from various entities
such as bus 110, memory 112 or I/O components 120. Pre-
sentation component(s) 116 present data indications to a user
or other device. Exemplary presentation components 116
include a display device, speaker, printing component, vibrat-
ing component, etc. /O ports 118 allow computing device
100 to be logically coupled to other devices including 1/0
components 120, some of which may be built in. Illustrative
1/O components 120 include a microphone, joystick, game
pad, satellite dish, scanner, printer, wireless device, etc.
Exemplary System Architecture

Turning now to FIG. 2, an illustrative computing system
architecture 200 for use with embodiments of the present
invention is shown. The computing system architecture 200
shown in FIG. 2 is an example of one suitable computing
system architecture 200. The computing system architecture
200 runs on one or more computing devices similar to the
computing device 100 described with reference to FIG. 1. The
computing system architecture 200 should not be interpreted
as having any dependency or requirement related to any
single module/component or combination of modules/com-
ponents illustrated therein. The computing system architec-
ture 200 includes a user interface component 210, a query-
processing component 220, a query-freshness component
230, a news-classifier component 240, a search engine com-
ponent 245, a fresh index 250, a super-fresh index 252, and a
main index 254.

The user interface component 210 generates a user inter-
face that may be displayed on a user’s computing device.
Examples of computing devices include a laptop computer, a
monitor, a PDA, a Smartphone, a tablet PC, an electronic
book, and other similar devices. The user interface compo-
nent 210 may generate a search page that receives a search
query from a user and displays a search results page in return.
The search results page may also include advertisements,
images, and other information. In one embodiment, the user
interface generated by the user interface component 210 is
displayed as a web page over the Internet. The user interface
component 210 may communicate the search query to query-
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processing component 220 and receive search results in
return. A search query may include text, letters, numbers,
words, phrases, sentences, Boolean operators, characters, and
other items.

The query-processing component 220 receives a search
query from the user interface component 210 and identifies
one or more documents that are responsive to the search
query. As used throughout this application, a document may
be a web page, a blog entry, a microblog entry, an image, a
video, a word processing document, a spreadsheet, a book, a
PDF document, and any other items available on the Internet.
A document is in an electronic form and may be associated
witha URL. In general, a document is responsive to the search
query when a portion of the search query matches portions of
the document. For example, a document containing one or
more words used in the search query may be responsive to the
search query. The degree of responsiveness may be deter-
mined based on a combination of factors including the per-
centage of the document that matches the search query, the
section of the document that matches the search query, the
popularity of the document as measured by the number of
links to the document, and other factors. For example, the
degree of responsiveness may be higher when the search
query matches the first paragraph or title of a document than
when it matches only the middle section of a document.

The query-processing component 220 identifies docu-
ments that are responsive to the search query by analyzing
descriptions of the documents found in one or more indexes.
Examples of indexes that may be analyzed include the fresh
index 250, the super-fresh index 252, and the main index 254.
These indexes may be reverse lookup indexes and include
similar information describing a plurality of documents.
Typically, an entry for a document will include keywords
from a document, a location where the document can be
found, as well as other relevant information. The indexes may
be built and edited by one or more crawlers associated with
the search engine component 245. A crawler traverses a net-
work and catalogs documents found on the network by plac-
ing them in one or more indexes such as the ones described
previously.

The search engine component 245 builds one or more
indexes, such as the fresh index 250, the super-fresh index
252, and the main index 254. The search engine component
245 may build these indexes by utilizing one or more crawlers
that traverse one or more networks with various degrees of
frequency.

Different indexes may serve different purposes within the
search engine. The main index 254 indexes the largest num-
ber of documents. Because of the large number of documents
in the main index 254, the documents within the index may be
updated less frequently than the fresh index 250 and the
super-fresh index 252. In addition, the main index 254 may
have more information about links to documents and other
information related to the relationships between documents.

The fresh index 250 includes descriptions of documents
that have been published within a first threshold time from the
present. For example, the fresh index 250 may include
descriptions of documents published within the previous
week. Some or even all of these documents could also be in
the main index 254 or the super-fresh index 252. Index entries
are removed from the fresh index 250 when they become
older than the first threshold period of time. Thus, the fresh
index 250 only describes documents published within the first
threshold period of time.

The super-fresh index 252 includes descriptions of docu-
ments that have been published within a second threshold
time from the present. The second threshold time is smaller
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than the first threshold time. For example, the super-fresh
index 252 may include a description of documents published
within the previous day. These documents could also be found
in one of the other indexes. Index entries are removed from
the super-fresh index 252 when they become older than the
second threshold period of time. Thus, the super-fresh index
252 only describes documents published within the second
threshold period of time.

The crawlers used to populate the fresh index 250 and the
super-fresh index 252 may traverse a smaller area of the
network than crawlers used to populate the main index 254.
The crawlers working with the fresh index 250 and the super-
fresh index 252 may focus on popular documents that are
updated frequently, such as social networking sites and news
sites. Web sites that frequently publish new documents may
be visited frequently by web crawlers that populate the fresh
index 250 and the super-fresh index 252.

The query-freshness component 230 determines whether
the user that submits a search query wants to receive search
results pointing to recently published documents. This deter-
mination is made by assigning a freshness score to a search
query. The freshness score is calculated based on the number
of responsive search results within the fresh index 250 or the
fresh index 250 and the super-fresh index 252. In addition, the
degree of responsiveness, or fit, with the documents in the
fresh index 250 may be used when calculating the freshness
score. In general, the more documents that are responsive to
the query and the better fit between the search query and the
documents within the fresh index 250, or the super-fresh
index 252, the higher the freshness score. In this case, a higher
freshness score indicates a high probability that the user sub-
mitting the search query seeks recently published documents.
A low-freshness score indicates that the user is probably not
interested in recently published documents. There is also a
range between a high score and a low score where the user’s
intent may be ambiguous regarding whether or not they want
to receive recently published documents.

In one embodiment, the freshness score calculated by the
query-freshness component 230 is communicated to the
query-processing component 220. The query-processing
component 220 may then present different sets of search
results based on the freshness score. In one embodiment,
when the freshness score indicates that the user’s intent to
receive recently published documents is ambiguous, bifur-
cated search results are presented. A first group of search
results are presented based solely on the document’s respon-
siveness to the search query without significantly factoring in
the documents’ publication date. A second set of documents,
which are limited to recently published documents, are pre-
sented with the first set of documents. The second set of
search results may be separated from the first set and pre-
sented under a heading indicating the documents are recently
published. The second group of search results may be drawn
from responsive documents within the fresh index 250 or the
super-fresh index 252. In general, the first set of documents
may be drawn from the main index 254. A document qualifies
asrecently published when it is published within a designated
time period.

The news-classifier component 240 may be used by the
query-processing component 220 to determine whether the
user is seeking news-related search results. In one embodi-
ment, if the news-classifier component 240 determines that
news search results are desired, the bifurcated search results
described previously are not presented, even if the freshness
score indicates that the user’s intent to receive recent docu-
ments is ambiguous. In this embodiment, news results would
be presented rather than typical search results. The query-
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processing component 220 may also access other classifiers
(not shown) to help determine the types of search results that
are most responsive to the search query.

Turning now to FIG. 3, a search results page displaying a
fresh results section is shown, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention. The search results page 300
may be displayed by a web browser. In the example shown, a
user has submitted a search query 310 “low carb diet.” In
response, two sets of results are shown. The main results
section 320 and fresh-results section 355. The main section
320 shows search results that are selected based on a docu-
ment’s overall responsiveness to the search query 310. The
main results section 320 includes search result 330, search
result 340, and search result 350. Each of the search results
describes a document related to low carb diets.

The fresh-results section 355 shows documents with a
recent publication date. What is meant by “recent” may vary
across different embodiments of the present invention. For
example, recent documents could be published within the
previous day, week, or even hours. In the embodiment shown,
a publication date is shown with each of the search results in
the fresh-results section 355. Search result 360 was published
3 hours ago. Search result 370 was published 3 hours ago.
Search result 380 was published 12 hours ago. Search result
390 was published 47 minutes ago. Search result 395 was
published 2 hours ago.

As can be seen, the search results in the fresh-results sec-
tion 355 may not be ordered strictly based on their date of
publication. Rather, in the example shown, the publication
date acts as a filter. In other words, documents with a publi-
cation date beyond a threshold period are not eligible for
inclusion in the fresh-results section 355. In one embodiment,
recently published documents are ordered by responsiveness
within the fresh-results section 355. As described previously,
the fresh-results section 355 may be shown when the fresh-
ness intention of the search query 310 is ambiguous. Calcu-
lation or determination of the user’s intention to receive fresh
search results will be described in more detail subsequently.

Turning now to FIG. 4, a search result generated using a
recent version of a document that is determined to be respon-
sive to a search query based on an old version of the document
is shown, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. Search result 410 and search result 420 illustrate
how search result captions can change when the most recent
version of a document is used to generate the caption. In this
case, both search result 410 and 420 point to the same docu-
ment. As can be seen, both versions of the document can be
located on Wikipedia at the same URL 416 and 426. Search
result 410 is generated based on an older version of the
document. Search result 420 is generated based on an updated
version of the document.

In one embodiment, upon determining that a document is
responsive to the query based primarily on document infor-
mation in a main index, a determination is made whether the
document is also in a fresh index, such as fresh index 250. As
described previously, the main index may contain more docu-
ment information, but be updated less frequently. If the docu-
ment is also in the fresh index, the fresh version of the docu-
ment is used to build the caption. In this case, the document
versions are similar enough that the title 412 and 422 of the
respective search results are identical. However, the snippet
424 on search result 420 is different than the snippet 414 in
search result 410. The snippet 424 associated with search
result 420 shows that the Deepwater Horizon sank two days
later. Search result 410 and 420 are shown for the sake of
illustration. In one embodiment, both search results would
not be shown as part of the same set of search results. Search
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result 420 illustrates an improvement to the user experience
created by using newer document versions to generate search
result captions.

Turning now to FIG. 5, a method 500 of featuring recently
published documents within search results is shown, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention. The
search results may be presented by a search page presented on
a webpage over the Internet. As described previously, a docu-
ment may be a webpage, blog entry, image, spreadsheet, word
processing document, book, or other similar object. A docu-
ment is published when it is made available and may be
accessed over a network.

At step 510, a search query is received from a user. The
search query may be submitted through a website. The search
query may include one or more words, numbers, or charac-
ters.

As step 520, a freshness score is calculated for the search
query. The freshness score is based on how many recently
published documents are responsive to the search query.
Recently published documents may be indexed in a fresh
index. The freshness score may be based on a percentage of
recently published documents that match a query. The per-
centage of documents may be calculated by dividing an
amount of recently published documents that match the query
by an amount of recently published documents. To illustrate,
on the day of the 2009 Presidential inauguration in the United
States (Jan. 21, 2009), the query {Obama inaugural speech
transcript} matched a large number of documents in the fresh
index. Such a query would surpass the ‘fresh’ threshold. On
the other hand, a query that same day on {first US president}
would likely return no matches from the fresh index. Such a
query would fall beyond the ‘non-fresh’ threshold. Finally, a
query like {Obama} would have some matches in the fresh
index and many matches in the main index. This query would
have a freshness score between the two thresholds and thus,
be deemed as having ambiguous intent.

As described previously, descriptions of recently published
documents may be stored in a fresh index. Documents that are
published more than a threshold period of time ago may be
purged from a fresh index. Thus, the fresh index may contain
only documents that are associated with documents published
less than a designated period of time ago. For example, the
freshness index may include documents that are associated
with documents that are less than a week old. The freshness
score may be based on more than just the number of recently
published documents that match the search query. The quality
of the match may also be taken into account. Thus, if the
search query has a strong correlation, or match, with many
documents that have been published recently then the fresh-
ness score would be higher than when there is a weak corre-
lation between the same number of documents and a search
query. Other factors, such as the portion of the document that
matches the search query may be considered. For example,
more weight may be given when the first paragraph or title of
the document matches the search query.

At step 530, the freshness score is determined to fall into a
designated range bounded by a low-threshold score and a
high-threshold score. The designated range is selected to
identify search queries with a freshness score that indicate an
ambiguous intent to receive recently published documents.
Search queries with a freshness score on one side of the range
would be presumed to reflect a definite intent on the part of'a
user to receive recently published documents. For instance,
on the day of the 2009 Presidential inauguration in the United
States (Jan. 21, 2009), a query such as {Obama inaugural
speech transcript} would have unambiguous fresh intent and
thus require only fresh results. Search queries with a fresh-
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ness score on the other end of the range are presumed to
reflect a definite intent on the part of a user to not receive
search results that focus on recently published documents.
For instance, a query such as {first US president} is unlikely
to have any fresh intent since this information hasn’t changed
for 200 years.

At step 540, a first plurality for search results are displayed
on a search results page. The first plurality of search results
are selected for inclusion based on overall responsiveness to
the search query. The overall responsiveness may be deter-
mined by a standard algorithm used by the search engine to
match search results with a search query. In one embodiment,
the standard algorithm to measure responsiveness does not
consider the publication date of a document. The first plural-
ity of search results may be presented at the top of the search
results page, as is shown in FIG. 3.

At step 550, a second plurality of search results are dis-
played on the search results page. The second plurality of the
search results describe documents published less than a des-
ignated period of time ago. In one embodiment, the desig-
nated period of time is one week. The second plurality of
search results are shown only upon determining the freshness
score falls into a designated range that indicated ambiguous
intent on the part of the user to receive recently published
documents as search results. Other determinations may also
be made before the second plurality of search results are
displayed on the search results page. For example, a determi-
nation may be made that the user submitting the search query
is not seeking news results. The search query may be analyzed
by a news classifier to ascertain whether the user submitting
the search query is seeking news results. In one embodiment,
the second plurality of search results are described by a head-
ing indicating that the second plurality of search results fea-
ture recently published documents. Such a heading is shown
above the fresh-results section 355 in FIG. 3. The search
results in the second plurality of documents or even the first
plurality of documents may include an indication of the pub-
lication date of a document described by the search result.

Turning now to FIG. 6, a method 600 of incorporating
recent document changes into search result captions is shown,
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
Atstep 610, a search query is received. At step 620, a plurality
of documents that are responsive to the search query are
identified. The documents are identified from a main index
that is updated within a first time interval. For example the
main index may be updated once a week. As described pre-
ciously, the main index may be built using one or more crawl-
ers that identify documents published on a network, such as
the Internet. The documents may be determined to be respon-
sive to the search query using a standard algorithm.

At step 630, a document within the plurality of documents
is determined to also be indexed in a recent index that is
updated in a second interval of time. The second interval of
time is shorter than the first interval of time. Accordingly, the
documents in the recent index are likely to have been pub-
lished more recently than the documents in the main index. At
step 640, a caption for a search result describing the document
is generated using the content of the index entry for the
document in the fresh index. In other words, the documents
responsiveness to the search query is determined using the
main index and the caption for the document search result
entry is generated using a different index, specifically the
fresh index.

At step 650, the search result may be displayed with the
caption generated based on the fresh index in a group of
search results describing the plurality of documents. Using
the information within the fresh index to build a caption may
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improve the freshness of the caption and make the search
results more appealing. The main index may include a sig-
nificantly larger number of documents than the recent index.
Accordingly, the main index may be a better source to deter-
mine the overall responsiveness of a document, while the
recent index includes text that improves the accuracy of the
caption and makes the search result more appealing.

In one embodiment, the search results are built algorithmi-
cally based on keywords and text stored in an index entry
describing the documents. The caption may include a title and
asnippet taken from the document. The search result may also
include a link to the document and a URL describing the
documents location.

Turning now to FIG. 7, a method 700 of calculating a
publication time for a document is shown, in accordance with
anembodiment of the present invention. The publication time
for a document describes approximately when the document
was made available on a network such as the Internet. A
document may be published, or made available, when a web-
site is created, updated, when the document is included as part
of an RSS feed, posted to a blog, or through other actions
taken to make the document available.

At step 710, an online location is visited at a first point in
time. The online location may be visited by a crawler that
analyzes the online location for new content to index. At step
720, a content available at the online location is analyzed at
the first point in time. One or more documents may be indexed
if they are not presently indexed. The first point in time when
the location is visited may be noted within the index. This
allows the point in time at which the documents were first
indexed to be retrieved at a later time.

At step 730, the online location is visited a second time at
asecond point in time. At step 740, a particular document that
was not available at the first point of time but is available at the
second point of time is indexed. This indicates that the docu-
ment was published between the first point in time and the
second pointin time. The exact publication time is not known.
At step 750, a published time for the particular document is
calculated by adding half the difference in time between the
first point and the second point in time to the first point in
time. Thus, the published time is calculated to be the point in
time directly between the first point in time and the second
point in time. The published time is calculated without pars-
ing or analyzing the document for text describing a publica-
tion date. The published time calculated through this method
is an estimated publication time.

Embodiments of the invention have been described to be
illustrative rather than restrictive. It will be understood that
certain features and subcombinations are of utility and may
be employed without reference to other features and subcom-
binations. This is contemplated by and is within the scope of
the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. One or more computer-storage memory devices having
computer-executable instructions embodied thereon that
when executed by a computing device, perform a method of
featuring recently published documents within search results,
the method comprising:

receiving a search query from a user;

identifying a first plurality of documents that are respon-

sive to the search query because a portion of the search
query matches one or more portions of the documents;
determining that an intent of the user to receive recently
published documents is ambiguous by calculating a
freshness score for the search query, wherein the fresh-
ness score is based on how many recently published
documents are responsive to the search query, and by
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determining that the freshness score for the search query
falls into a designated range bounded by a low-threshold
score and a high-threshold score;

displaying, on a search results page, the first plurality of

search results; and
upon said determining, that the freshness score for the
search query falls into a designated range bounded by
the low-threshold score and the high-threshold score,
displaying, on the search results page with the first plu-
rality of search results, a second plurality of search
results that describe documents published less than a
designated period of time from the present.
2. The memory device of claim 1, wherein said determin-
ing also comprises determining that the search query is not a
news query by analyzing the search query with a news clas-
sifier.
3. The memory device of claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises displaying a heading between the first plu-
rality of search results and the second plurality of search
results that describes the second plurality of search results as
presenting recently published documents.
4. The memory device of claim 1, wherein the documents
are webpages.
5. The memory device of claim 1, wherein the calculating
is based on an amount of high-quality matches with docu-
ments that are indexed within a recent document index,
wherein the recent document index includes documents that
have been published within the designated period of time.
6. The memory device of claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises displaying a publication time with one or
more of the search results within the second plurality of
search results, and wherein the publication time indicates
when a document described by a search result was published.
7. The memory device of claim 6, wherein the method
further comprises calculating the publication time for the
document based on when the document was first indexed by
a search engine and a previous time the document’s location
was visited by the search engine, and wherein the document
was not available at the previous time.
8. The memory device of claim 7, wherein the publication
time is calculated without parsing the document for text indi-
cating when the document was published.
9. A method of including recent document changes in
search result captions, the method comprising:
receiving a search query;
identifying a first plurality of documents that are respon-
sive to the search query because a portion of the search
query matches one or more portions of the documents;

calculating a freshness score for the search query, wherein
the calculating is based on an amount of high-quality
matches with documents that are indexed within a fresh
index;
determining that the freshness score falls into a designated
range bounded by a low-threshold score and a high-
threshold score, wherein the designated range is set to
include scores that indicate an ambiguous intention of
the user to receive recently published documents;

using information describing the documents, storing the
first plurality of documents in a main index that is
updated within a first time interval;

determining that a document within the first plurality of

documents stored in the main index, is also indexed in
the fresh index that is updated within a second time
interval, wherein the second time interval is shorter than
the first time interval, thereby populating the fresh index
with newer versions of documents;
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generating a search result caption, for the document stored
in the main index and the fresh index, that describes the
document using content from the document’s index
entry within the fresh index; and

upon said determining that the freshness score falls within
the designated range, displaying, the search result cap-
tion for the document stored in the main index and the
fresh index, within a group of search result captions,
wherein each search result caption in the group of search
result captions describes a respective document in the
first plurality of documents.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the search result cap-
tion includes a title and a snippet built suing text taken from
and stored in an index entry that describes the document.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the search result cap-
tion includes a publication time for the document described
by the search result caption, and wherein the method further
comprises:

visiting an online location at a first point in time;

analyzing a content available at the online location at the
first point in time;

visiting the online location at a second point in time;

indexing the document, which was available at the second
point in time, but not the first point in time; and

calculating the publication time for the document by add-
ing half a difference in time between the first point in
time and the second point in time to the first point in
time.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said calculating the
publication time is completed without parsing the document
to identify a stated publication time for the document.

13. The method of claim 9, further comprising determining
that content of an index entry for the document in the main
index is different than content of an index entry for the docu-
ment in the fresh index.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein the determining further
comprises determining that the search query is not a news
query by analyzing the search query with a news classifier.

15. The method of claim 9, wherein the document is one or
more of a webpage, a blog entry, a microblog entry, and a
social media page.

16. The method of claim 9, further comprising displaying a
publication time with the search result caption for the docu-
ment stored in the fresh index.

17. A computer system for executing a computerized
method for featuring recently published documents within a
search results page, the system comprising:

a user interface component that generates a user interface
for display on the user’s computing device and that
receives a search query from the user through the user
interface;

a query-processing component that identifies a first plural-
ity of documents that are responsive to the search query
because a portion of the search query matches one or
more portions of the first plurality of documents,
wherein when an intent of the user is determined to be
ambiguous, it is configured to display, on the user inter-
face, the first plurality of documents with a second plu-
rality of search results that describe documents pub-
lished less than a designated period of time from the
present; and

a query freshness component that determines whether the
intent of the user to receive recently published docu-
ments is ambiguous by calculating the freshness score
for the search query and by determining that the fresh-
ness score for the search query falls into a designated
range bounded by a low-threshold score and a high-
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threshold score, wherein the freshness score is based on
how many recently published documents are responsive
to the search query.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the query-processing
component determining further comprises a news-classifier 3
component.

19. The system of claim 17, wherein at least the first plu-
rality documents are one or more of a webpage, a blog entry,

a microblog entry, and a social media page.

20. The system of claim 17, further comprising one or more 10

crawlers for building at least a main index of documents.
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